There was in one female a very tight adhesion of the placenta: some difficulty was experienced in its separation, the uterus having contracted closely around it. This circumstance, however, prevented hemorrhage, and thereby lessened the danger to the patient.
A very interesting case of convulsions occurred in a female in labour with her first child. She was perfectly senseless for many hours before the birth of the child, which presented the breech, and was born dead. The plan of treatment was bleeding from the arm before delivery, and the application of leeches, the administration of brisk purgatives, together with the constant use of an evaporating lotion afterwards: the result was perfectly successful.
There was great hemorrhage in the case of placenta presentation, but it had nearly subsided before I arrived at the house. The breech of the child presented, and my pupil, Mr. Newth, whose patient it was, had succeeded in bringing down the feet, whilst the messenger was despatched for me; so that I had merely to look on whilst he completed the delivery. The case was conducted in a manner highly creditable to him.
The patient, having no bedstead, was obliged to lie on the floor, which rendered the operation more difficult than it would otherwise have been.
In the arm presentation, the liquor amnii came away at the beginning of the labour; but the uterus remaining very inactive, no great difficulty was experienced, although turning was not effected until forty-eight hours had elapsed. Bartholomew Close; January J 833.
